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quarters, they proceed down the nose until they are thrown out when the sheep sneezes. They fall to the ground, dig into the soil, and after a few weeks their development is completed and they emerge as full fledged flies ready to repeat the entire performance.
Actions of sheep infested with grubs
The sheepman commonly calls this disease "snotty nose" and, while inelegant, it is very descriptive. As the grubs crawl either up or down the passages of the nose, an irritation or tickling sensation results which causes a watery discharge. This later becomes thicker and charged with pus. The animal sneezes frequently and carries its head low to the ground. It may even attempt to dislodge the grubs by shaking the head from side to side.
The distraction caused by the pain and difficult breathing interferes with the normal feeding habits of the animal with resulting loss in flesh. In severe cases death follows a period of muscular weakness and convulsions.
Treatment and prevention
No successful treatment has ever been devised. Fumigation and surgical operations on the head have been advocated, but as a rule a badly infested sheep is best slaughtered before it becomes too thin to be of any value.
During the summer months, especially in June and July when the flies are most active, sheep may be protected effectively by smearing pine-tar around the edges of the nostrils. This method of hand treatment will not be very practical except when the number of sheep to be treated is very small. It will do for the first time, but after that the animals should tar their own noses.
Self-treatment by the sheep is effective. Secure a plank about 6 inches thjck and of any desired length. Fill the plank with holes bored about 5 inches deep and 2 inches in diameter. Put about 2 inches of salt in the bottom of each hole and smear tar thickly about the top rim of every